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wranivm mine was made to detexmine if reclamation work on mined arcas will
yeturn the.land to its former vegotative cor 1ditic;n. In order to make this
compaxrison, clipping studies were done on wdisturbed areas \"shicl'm ﬁad
cxperienced very little grazing pressuwe. In order to nu}’o our C"'x‘*ml 3003

as reliable as possible, the disturbed and unﬂ turked areas were selected

A

o

with very >1m13 ax physiographic, topojraphic end climatic conditions.

Some problc‘ms. ericountered vere introduced grass specics seeded for recla-
nption including weeping lovegrass and crosted w "Y’at(_}rob..;.

Soils correlation will be difficult because reclaln"d areas (dunps) used
availaeble material (sandstone) and by machanical means cnﬁs‘l cel th:.s paren‘-
material for the soil that was used as the pla.nting medium. Results of

LY

the cllp'amg data on the wndisturbed athS shovis: ’ A _I’_~

S).te Site 1 -~ Mesa top loamy upland Sltc. Ecologlcal condJ.tJ.on of thJ.s und:l.s-

turbed sn.te is good. Major species of this area were; Galleta, Blue Grama,

Bottlebrush Squirrelﬁail and Three Awns. Also present but in a ve:cy small

amount vas Western Wheatgrass and Spike Muhly. Production was determined
at 497 1bs./ac. Suggested initial stocking rates for this area according
to the above data is six animal units per section or, 8.5 acres per anJ.mal

umL mnth (Animal unit is equivalent to a mother cow and calf or
-"s’ijroxnnately 1000 1bs.)
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This stécking rate is based on arcas of- similar topoyraphy. soils, and
production. It is irportant to note that this capacity was determined
considering no problams in access or distribution of livestock. The fact
is howover, th.xL access to this arca is limited and distribution of lives—
stock may be a problom, because of water distfibqtion and location in
relation to the grazing arca. A\
Tha clipping study on the reclomation ércg:s centered on three different
stages of revegetation. Site one (1) had been estab].ishéd Lfor one year.
Site two (2) had beon cstablished for ap JL)lDXJmL‘;L(J ¥ three ymr and Site
ulrée (3) was the olde:.l_ arec. and had been established approximately five
years. ago. This methed of evaluakion was used to detemﬁ_ﬁé if, f[;r a
typical situation, a pattem could be established as to thg succaess of
reclamation of the area. Again, s;'tmi‘lar topographic, cJ.J'm?tic and physio-
" graphic areas were used: Other results of th‘e clipping stidy shows that
Site one (1) was prex‘;lo:ﬁinately annual Vegetatioﬁ; There was evider}ce of
success on estab'lishing Western Wheatgfass, Sideocats Grama, ¥'Jéeping Love- .
grass and Fourwing Saltbush. Indian Ricegrass, Blue Grama, andBottlebJ:ush
Squixreltail are all present in small amounts. | .
Site 2 - Shows an appreciable decrease in the productJ.on of annual vegeta-
tion.. Blue Grama, Alkali Sacaton and Fourwing Saltbush were the domi.nant
forage producers.
Site 3 - Blue Grama, Indian Ricegrass, Sideoats Grama and Three ‘Awn are

the major grass species with Fourwing Saltbush also prominent.
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Tha trend would tend to show that initi::ll establislmont of a resecded
arca would comprise of anmual vegetation followed Ly cestablishmont of
introdused grasses such as; Weeping Iovegrass and Crested Wheatgrass.
Over a rorvicd of .time, these would be roplacégl by native vegetation.
This shows o be the case in this instance and would o expacted undex
controlled conditions such as we experienced, '

For stocking comparisons, we us sed Site tnroe (3) as a guide since it
was tha ol d:c"‘ established arca and would tend to give better information.
On this basis we determined from preducticn and ‘comosition inijcial
suggested stocking rates of 6 aninal units par section ;)r .9.'0 acres par
animal unit month. This would allow us to conclude that reve ztation of
this area cen provide comparable production to wnd distrrbed surrounding
areas. The inc;reased shrub composiﬁion including Fcuxwing Saltbush,
Snakeweed, and other shrubs should provide mcreaoed nestl;zg s:Ltcs and
cover for wildlife such as; quail, doves, songblrds, and rodents, The

distance to water should not be a detriment to wildlife. . s

" ‘L’/,«A oo

KEN WALKER
District Conservationist, SCS

~¢
Jerry Reioux - Range Conscrvatlonlst

Robert Abercrombie - Range Conservationist
. Wilbur Iewis - Envirormental Division Anaconda Co.
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